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This Presentation

• Investigates spatial truth telling by highlighting the issue of the colonial massacres in NSW between 1800 and 1850. 

• Using air photo interpretation to compare the University of Newcastle colonial massacre mapping   with the NSW Spatial Information 

eXchange (SIX) mapping,  one can identify many significant massacre sites in NSW and locate them on the cadastre. 

• My objective is not to embarrass or identify those who might own or live near these sites (they are not to blame for past events) but to 

highlight the truth behind our colonial history. One site, in particular, is relevant to surveyors. In 1836 Surveyor General Mitchell killed a 

group of Aborigines at a site he called Mt Dispersion on the Murray River. A euphemism to downplay the tragedy. This set the pattern for the 

Great Colonial Cover-up.

• We need to acknowledge these sites as  part of truth telling. 

• Sadly only one massacre site in NSW is fully memorialised – as far as I know.

• In the longer term it should be possible to physically acknowledge these sites with an appropriate memorial on, or nearby, the massacre site 

– a necessary part of our reconciliation journey.



University of Newcastle massacre map

The UoN massacre map website provides all the 
details of more than 400 massacre sites around 
Australia and their historical sources ( approx.70 
in NSW alone)  - with a yellow dot  - on an 
airphoto - to show the approximate location but 
with few geospatial details identifying the site. 



University of Newcastle Colonial Frontier Massacres mapping

Here is part of the map around 
Newcastle.
The UoN map includes little 
geospatial information.
My objective is to better identify 
these sites so we know where they 
are approximately on the cadastre –
and possibly one day place a 
memorial or plaque on, or close to,  
each site to record the tragedy for all 
Australians as a  truth telling : 
a step to reconciliation. 



The UoN colonial massacre map 

recognises about 70 massacre sites in 

New South Wales alone, with over 400 

nationwide.

I will discuss 3 sites in particular

Important to understand that due to 

the secrecy  - and the coverup -

surrounding these massacres the 

locations are approximate only.

Some massacres happened over a 

wide area and over a period of time.

Mt Dispersion

Myall

Creek

Blackmans

Point



1) Myall Creek Massacre – 10th June 1838

40 kms south west of Inverell, 350kms from Newcastle  

One of the few sites which has been fully memorialised. 

28 Aboriginal people killed by 8 colonialists

After two trials 7 of 12 accused colonials were found guilty and 

executed.

The first time the perpetrators were brought to account.

UoN mapping – no geospatial info

SIX maps

Memorial
Carpark 

& 

facilities



The Myall Ck 

site includes lots 

of information 

about Aboriginal 

culture, beliefs 

and practices

Well worth a 

visit



And an 

impressive 

and moving 

memorial

Now with 

an annual 

ceremony



The Myall Creek 

memorial sets a 

high standard for 

the memorialising 

of massacre sites 

and is an 

excellent example 

of  truth telling.

Sadly it is the 

only example I 

know of.



2) Mount Dispersion massacre site – 27th May 1836

30kms west of Euston on the Murray Rv, in south west NSW

A number of Aborigines (at least 7 – possibly up to 30) were killed by Major 

Mitchell, Surveyor General of NSW in May 1836.

Mitchell called it Mt Dispersion as a euphemism to down play the event. 

Mitchell received only a minor reprimand for his actions. 

He was later knighted by the Queen.

In 2020 the site was declared an ‘Aboriginal Place’

The Mt Dispersion site needs informative signage to explain the events of 

the tragedy and facilities for visitors. 

There is a memorial rock cairn nearby but no details of the tragedy.

UoN
SIX

Aboriginal 

Place

1963 

rock 

cairn



Note the euphemism on the plaque  – refers to an 

“encounter” – but no  mention of the massacre

Rock memorial is about 2kms south 

of declared Aboriginal Place

There is compelling evidence that the massacre site is 

close to the declared Aboriginal Place

Aboriginal 

place

cairn



The site was declared an Aboriginal Place in 2020

The 2ha site is part of lot 192 in DP 760808

There is compelling evidence that the actual 

massacre site is adjacent to the declared 

Aboriginal Place about 2kms north of the 

memorial placed in 1963.



The Mount Dispersion site needs 

informative signage and facilities for 

visitors  - just like the Myall Ck massacre 

site in northern NSW



150th anniversary of the Mt Dispersion massacre

In 1986 on the 150th anniversary of the slaughter of the Aborigines at Mt Dispersion the Sydney Morning Herald

wrote ‘Mitchell had organised the killings’ and ‘while many Australians knew about Major Mitchell’s journey most 

would be surprised to hear about the massacre’

The article goes on the say ‘Against orders from the NSW Government that he was to avoid using firearms against 

Aboriginal inhabitants, Major Mitchell had armed and organised his men like a military force prepared to conquer’. 

Mitchell never expressed regret about the massacre writing years later “I still look back years later on that eventful 

day with entire satisfaction”. 

(Mitchell set up an ambush to attack and kill the group of  Aborigines who had been following his party)

The SMH wrote ‘Australian folklore has been generous to Sir Thomas Mitchell remembering his discoveries but 

forgetting the Mt Dispersion killings’



It is now time to find the funding to construct appropriate informative signage and facilities on the site to publicise the 

site and encourage visitors to visit the site for truth telling and reconciliation.

The existing rock memorial cairn, 2kms  to the south of the Aboriginal Place, was erected in 1963 by the local 

historical society but it only refers to an ‘encounter’.  No details of massacre provided. 

Mitchell named the site Mt Dispersion which was a deliberate euphemism to hide the truth.  This euphemism was 

widely copied by others during the tragic slaughter of Aboriginal people during the ‘frontier wars’ from the 

early 1800s to the early 20th century



But we have yet to map all recorded 

massacre sites.

As good as the UoN Colonial massacres map 

is  - no mapping system is perfect

3) Blackmans Point - 1826

One massacre site which has been missed

by the UoN mapping  is Blackmans Point  - an 

ominous name  - on the confluence of the Hastings 

and Maria Rivers near Port Macquarie on the coast of 

NSW.

In 1967 Birpai community elders asked the local 

Council to acknowledge the massacre site.
UoN 

mapping

?



According to Birpai oral history about 300 men woman and children 

were massacred at Blackmans Point in 1826

“The evidence is there in Henry Wilsons journal, so there is written evidence of a 

massacre taking place on the site”  an Elder said.

In 2007 the Council 

installed a memorial and 

plaque on the site  - but with 

no mention of the 

massacre.

The cover up continues.



The site was declared 

an Aboriginal Place in 

2022

Including 4kms of 

river foreshore

It is understood  the 

local Council is 

considering how to 

acknowledge the 

massacre – watch this 

space



The inconvenient truth is that:

Australia was settled by seizure and surveyors were an essential part of that process 

acquiring geographic knowledge and setting out towns and the basis for todays 

cadastre.

Surveyors cannot be blamed for the policy of terra nullius or the stealing of land but 

surveyors were a critical part of the process of dispossession.

We must acknowledge the truth if we are to achieve reconcilation.

We already have a couple of plaques/memorials in NSW but they avoid using  the word 

‘Massacre’ (except Myall Ck)  – which is totally inadequate – we must tell the truth



Conclusion

Most Australians are unaware of the colonial massacres  - or the sites where the tragedies occurred.

We need a program of placing site plaques or memorials on a number of these prominent sites  -

telling the truth - either on or adjacent to the site, if possible, or nearby - particularly those easy to 

access. 

The memorials would be on public land such as road reserves and local parks and reserves. 

Locating the memorials in a public park in the nearest urban area could be appropriate. Similar to the 

local  war memorial. It is estimated there are about 10,000 war memorials in Australia but very few 

memorials of Colonial massacres.

The intention is not to embarrass or antagonise those who might own these sites or live in the vicinity 

(they are not responsible) but as a necessary form of truth telling.

We place such signs or plaques on heritage buildings and convict sites

– even noting prominent explorer/surveyors! 

So why not mark some of these tragic colonial massacre sites 

to remind Australians our tragic colonial history 

– as truth telling   - and a step towards reconciliation?

thanks



International Federation of Surveyors supports the 
Sustainable Development Goals

1st relevant 
SDG

2nd relevant 
SDG

3rd relevant 
SDG

The most relevant SDGs related to the presentation and theme of this session



STEP 1: SELECT HERE THE THREE MOST RELEVANT SDGs

STEP 2: COPY THE SDG INTO PREVIOUS SLIDE 


