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Two of the worlds largest underground iron mines are located in arctic Sweden

And the towns adjacent to the 
mines must now move, due to 
deformation of the ground surface.

In the paper the proceedings of the 
transformation of the town Kiruna 
is described briefly. 

Also the legal framework is 
assessed against international 
standards on compulsory 
aquisition (the VGGT’s)
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As the mining activity expands under the urban areas, the city 
must relocate to the east, a few blocks at a time.

Land is acquired by the mining company, mostly through voluntary 
agreements. 

New buildings and infrastructure is paid and built in partnerships.



A new town centre is built as the former is 
dismantled.

Many landmark buildings are moved to 
preserve cultural heritage and social capital of 
the town. 
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Church of Kiruna, soon to be moved



ASSESSMENT OF THE LEGAL FRAMWORK OF COMPULSORY ACQUISITION 

IN THE CONTEXT OF MINING OPERATIONS
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ASSESSMENT OF THE LEGAL FRAMWORK OF COMPULSORY ACQUISITION 

IN THE CONTEXT OF MINING OPERATIONS
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Please learn more in my paper ”Twist and Tango – Mines moving cities in Arctic Sweden”

Mr. Daniel JANONIUS LOWGREN
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International Federation of Surveyors supports the 
Sustainable Development Goals

1st relevant 
SDG

2nd relevant 
SDG

3rd relevant 
SDG

The most relevant SDGs related to the presentation and theme of this session



STEP 1: SELECT HERE THE THREE MOST RELEVANT SDGs

STEP 2: COPY THE SDG INTO PREVIOUS SLIDE 


